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Five Reasons to Support the
"Together, We Must" Campaign for Justice

“"Until you have been thrown to the wolves, you don't know what it

feels like to be rescued.”
-Cynthia El Dehar, LSGMI client

1. Huge numbers of homeowners face homelessness as the mortgage
foreclosure rate in Miami-Dade jumps 700% from 9,814 in

2006 to a projected 69,358 in 2009.

2. Historic rates of unemployment have pushed increasing numbers
of workers and their families into poverty.

3. As the unemployment rate in Miami-Dade rises, so does the
welfare rate which has increased by 30% in 2009.

4. The demand for help with civil legal problems has escalated,
while local, state and private funding has declined.

5. LSGMI helps make the justice system more accessible, helps the
courts function more effectively and efficiently, helps the Bar by
taking cases that private attorneys cannot handle, and helps make
the community a better place to live.

"LSGMI is the means by which equality is provided to thousands of

people in this community, and now is the time to support them.”
-Senator Bob Graham

Federal Litigation Update

LSGMI has sued the Florida Medicaid
program for refusing to cover the cost of
medically necessary incontinent supplies
for children under 21, an alleged violation
of federal law and contrary to case
decisions in two other jurisdictions. Our
client is a 16 year old girl suffering from

Monica Vigues-Pitan

mental retardation, cerebral palsy and
other disabling conditions leaving her

incontinent. Her family is extremely low income, and the
cost of the diapers is prohibitive. The outcome of this case
could potentially affect all medically incontinent Medicaid
children in Florida. (Co-counsel: Florida Legal Services)

Two other lawsuits challenge practices of
the Hialeah Housing Authority. The first
case alleges that HHA's practice of
requesting documents which are not
rationally related to an applicant's
eligibility for Section 8 violates HHA's
own application procedures. The result is

Calendar of Events

Judicial Reception
Honoring Third District Court of Appeal Judge Vance E. Salter,
hosted by the Together, We Must Plaintiff's Bar Subcommittee
November 5, 2009

eccccccccccce

Corporate Counsel Reception
featuring Representative Dan Gelber,
hosted by Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines
November 9, 2009

eccccccccccce

Donor Recognition Reception
at the Margulies Art WAREhOUSE, featuring the Farm Securities
Administration Depression Era Photo Collection with Guest
Speakers Michael Putney, Senior Political Reporter and Moderator
of “This Week in South Florida” and Constance Collins Margulies
March 11, 2010

eccccccccccce

Benefit Performance
at Fisher Island featuring Metropolitan Opera Soprano Elizabeth
Caballero in Recital with Baritone Nelson Hernandez, and Guest
Lecturer Martin Bookspan, the Voice of Lincoln Center
April 15, 2010
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For more information or sponsorship opportunities,
contact Marcia Rabinowitz at 305-438-2531 or MRabinowitz@lsgmi.org.

Sean Rowley

the wrongful denial of housing assistance
to many poor, elderly, and disabled people

who are qualified applicants in desperate need of housing

assistance. (Co-counsel: Florida Justice Institute)

The second case alleges that HHA
wrongfully denied our disabled client's
request for a live in aide, in violation of
both the Fair Housing Act and the
Rehabilitation Act. Although the request
for a live in aide was supported by a
treating physician's letter, HHA failed to

Maria Sciolto

grant our client a reasonable
accommodation and denied the request

without stating a valid reason. (Co-counsel: AARP)

We are

We Want your Emaill

shifting to web-based communication and

want your email. Please visit us at www.lsgmi.org to sign up!

Help Prevent Homelessness
Volunteer at LSGMI’s self-help clinics

for private tenants facing eviction.

Email [SanchezBryson@lsgmi.org for more information.




“Together, We Must” Campaign Kickoff Event

Featuring Senator Bob Graham




“Together, We Must” Campaign for Justice

Many Thanks to our 2009 Supporters

Law Firm & Corporate Advocates
of Equal Justice
Coffey Burlington LLP
Kaufman, Rossin & Co.
Miami-Dade Justice Association, Inc.

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

Major Grantors
Legal Services Corporation
The Florida Bar Foundation
Miami-Dade County

Supporting Grantors
Alliance for Aging

Law Firm & Corporate
Trendsetters

Florida Association of Managing Partners Inc.
Gold, Chavez & Gold, P.A.
Harke & Clasby LLP
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
Northern Trust
Richman Greer, P.A.
The Biondo Law Firm, P.A.

Dade Community Foundation

BRAIVE Fund
Equal Justice Works & Greenberg Traurig
Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance
Internal Revenue Service
Miami Coalition for the Homeless, Inc.
Monroe County

NeighborWorks Champion of Equal Justice

Benjamine Reid

Individual Guardians of
Equal Justice - Gold Level
Thomas R. Julin
Elliot Manning
Robert L. Parks
Patricia A. Redmond
Parker D. Thomson

Contributing Grantors
American Bar Association Section
of Litigation
Camillus House, Inc.

District 5 Commissioner
Bruno A. Barreiro

District 8 Commissioner

Katy Sorenson Individual Guardians of

Dade Community Foundation Equal Justice - Silver Level
Rebecca A. Cox - In Memory of Larry Nierenberg

Jeffrey B. Crockett
Salvatore A. Faso
Nancy Flint
Charles J. Foschini
Tracy A. Nichols & Gerald Sanchez
Darrell W. Payne
Judge Steven D. Robinson

South Florida Association of Legal
Administrators

Donald C. Tyler

Little Havana Community Partnership &
The Children's Trust

Stearns Weaver Miller
Summer Fellows Program

Wilkie D. Ferguson Jr. Bar Association

Circle of Support - Gold Level

In Memory of Frances and Louis M. Jepeway
Law Office of Robert W. Murphy &

Manuel Garcia-Linares, Richman Greer, P.A.

Ruden McCloskey Smith Schuster
& Russell, P.A.

Individual Advocates
for Equal Justice
Fatima Ashraf
Luis Botas - In Honor of Jared McLuskey
Jennifer Stearns Buttrick
Raoul G. Cantero
Jose A. Casal
Sharon Q. Dixon
Manuel L. Dobrinsky
Ann & Carl Ghattas
Lance Harke - In Memory of Raye C. Cypen
Roberto Hernandez
David O. Markus
Pablo Meles
Roderick N. Petrey - In Memory of Chesterfield Smith
Nunzio J. Pravata
Judge Catherine Ravinski
Cristina Rodriguez
Bruce S. Rogow
Stephen F. Rosenthal
Stephen F. Rossman
Judge Patricia A. Seitz
Matthew J. Sitkowski, Jr.
H.T. Smith
Brian F. Spector
John J. Spiegel
Bradley H. Stein
Mark A. Sylvester
Sally H. Wise
Stephen N. Zack

Circle of Support - Silver Level
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

McLuskey & McDonald, P.A.
The Sain Orr Royak DeForest

Steadman Foundation

Chesterfield Smith Society

for Equal Justice

Law Firm & Corporate Guardians of
Equal Justice - Gold Level
Kenny Nachwalter, P.A.

The Law Offices of Robert L. Parks

Law Firm & Corporate Guardians of
Equal Justice - Silver Level
Gunster, Yoakley & Stewart, P.A.
Law Office of Robert W. Murphy
Moore & Company, P.A.

Ross & Girten

Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.

“Thank You for Saving My Home!"

Thelma Williams came to LSGMI for help
after she was evicted from the home she
owned and lived in. LSGMI discovered that
when Ms. Williams became ill and fell

behind in her mortgage payments, she was

tricked into signing over the title of her

home to a predatory investor. The investor

told her he would save her home. Instead,
he had Ms. Williams deed the house to him and then
evicted her. LSGMI filed a lawsuit and was able to restore
title to Ms. Williams and recover her home.

Individual Trendsetters
Patricia Acosta
William Adams
Fernando Alonso
Alexander Angueira
Mark Bagnall
Elizabeth S. Baker
John M. Barkett
Michael D. Birnholz
David E. Block
Bambi G. Blum

Friends of Equal Justice
Anonymous
Maria J. Beguiristain
Berman Rennert Vogel & Mandler, P.A.

Barbara Bisno

Norman A. Coll

Alana C. Dasent

Robert Dormer

Dianne O. Fisher

Carmen ]. Fuente

Richard Brodsky Jay Green )
Michael Buchenhorner Greenberg Tragrlg
Carlos Canino Valory Greenflleld
Nancy Ciampa Paul J. Hehir
Lindsay Cohen Lucinda A. Hofmann

Andrea Honore
Jonathan M. Jaffe
Eric H. Kabot
Judge Sandy Karlan - In Memory of Karole Weisenfeld
Bruce Katzen
Marilyn Kohn
Roxanne H. Lancella
Brian Levin
Bennett M. Lifter
Judge Bronwyn Miller - In Memory of Sharon Miller
Gail W. Payne - In Honor of Darrell Payne
Sheldon Philip
Dr. Brad Richter
Scott L. Rogers - In Honor of Judge Alan S. Gold
Pedro V. Roig
Manuel Roldan
Elsie Romero
Bruce Russell
Julie Siefkas-Marin
Marc J. Sternbaum
Talbot W. Trammell
Michael D. Walrath
Jennifer West
Richard M. Whitebrook
Steven Wisotsky

Carlos Colon-Machargo
Manuel L. Crespo
Marcia K. Cypen - In Honor of Paul C. Doyle
Samuel A. Danon
Kathy R. Deckler
John J. Delionado Jr.
Kathleen Dolan-Valdes
David Draigh
Kenneth C. Ellis
Lewis B. Freeman
William P. Geraghty
Robert A. Ginsburg
Evan Goldenberg
Stephen J. Golembe
Jordi Guso
Gwen S. Cherry Black Women Lawyers Association
Haitian Lawyers Association
Timothy D. Henkel
Lauren Hunt
Moises Kaba
Dr. Robert Katims - In Honor of Janet McAliley
Kevin Kenneally
Charles C. Kline
Bennett M. Lifter - In Memory of Daniel Lifter
Victor Mendoza
Gisela M. Munoz
Rene Murai
Gary Palmer
Robyn F. Perlman
Matthew Petrie
James Robinson
Remedios Rodriguez - In Honor of Isabella Alexandra Rodriguez

In-Kind Sponsors
Akerman Senterfitt
Cuban American Bar Association
Cypen & Cypen
Elizabeth S. Baker

Jeffrey Shore Enjoy the City
Marty Steinberg Hughes Hubbard & Reed
B. Cary Tolley, III Miami-Dade Justice Association, Inc.
Leonard Turkel

Murai Wald Biondo Moreno & Brochin, P.A.
Stearns Weaver Miller
Trigram GC

Luis Vacanti
Steven & Elizabeth Vainder - In Memory of Anthony Litterello
Carlos Viana
Susan B. Werth
Joshua Young
Julie Zovko

Donations received from
January 1 - August 18, 2009
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For Residents in Miami-Dade County North of Kendall Drive
305-576-0080

South Dade Law Center

10720 Caribbean Blvd., #400

Miami, FL 33189
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305-232-9680
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“Together, We Must”

2009 Campaign for Justice Committee Co-Chairs

Board of Directors

John W. McLuskey, Esq.
President

Benjamin L. Reiss, Esq.
1Ist Vice President

Yanick J. Landess

2nd Vice President
Garrett J. Biondo, Esq.
Treasurer
Gisela M. Munoz, Esq. Gene Stearns
Secretary Stearns Weave Miller Weissler

Darrell Payne, Esq. Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.

Immediate Past President

Olanike Adebayo, Esq.
Cindy Borroto

Renata Calderaro, Esq.
Carlos J. Canino, Esq.
Beatrice Cazeau, Esq.
Nancy Ciampa, Esq.
Rebecca Ann Cox, Esq.
Manuel L. Crespo, Esq.
Jeffrey B. Crockett, Esq.
Alana Dasent, Esq.
Manuel L. Dobrinsky, Esq.
Jordi Guso, Esq.

Lance A. Harke, Esq.
Cecilia Howard Bob Parks

Shatwona Howard Law Offices of
Tracy Jackson-Harris Robert L. Parks. P.L.
Louis M. Jepeway, Jr., Esq.
Latasha Jones
Linda Jones
Tracy Kelley

Evelyn Lacayo
Tiffani G. Lee, Esq.
Gary David Palmer, Esq.
Robyn F. Perlman
Cristina B. Rodriguez, Esq.
Elvin Ruiz
Michele Samaroo, Esq.
Karimah Sheffield
Mark A. Sylvester, Esq.
Donald C. Tyler, Esq.
Kenneth E. Walton, Esq.
Ida Wright
Donald Yates, Esq. Corali Lopez-Castro

Julie A. Zovko, Esq. Kozyak Tropin &
Throckmorton, P.A.

“The provision of legal services for those unable to afford them is always important.
In the current economic environment it is critical. Our firm’s participation in the
“Together, We Must” campaign is the least we can do to help others enjoy the
access to legal services our clients take for granted. A free and just society depends
on access to professionals knowledgeable of the legal system. If access is limited to
those who can afford it, we will have failed. We are encouraged by the success of
LSGMI in serving the poor in this community. And we are gratified that so many

have been willing to help provide the financial support so desperately needed.”

“Like Legal Services of Greater Miami, I believe that “equal justice for all” is the
ethical foundation of our nation - and our community. Throughout my career as a
trial lawyer, I have consistently supported that principle. No one should ever be
denied access to legal representation due to their inability to pay, especially in
difficult economic times. That’s why I have taken a leading role in the “Together,
We Must” Campaign for Justice. Today, more than ever, your support is essential
to ensure that everyone in our community, regardless of income, can obtain quality

legal services to protect their rights.”

“When Legal Services of Greater Miami asked me to Co-Chair the "Together We
Must" Campaign, I had no choice but to answer this call for help. As a bankruptcy
lawyer, I have seen first hand the effect the current economic crisis has had on our
community. Our community is hurting and we need to help heal the wounds. As
lawyers we have a unique role to play in the healing. Let's maximize that role in a
way that helps low income individuals and families keep their homes, their benefits
and other basic needs. Together we can help, together we should help, together we
must help.”





